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exquisite prose elegy which he devoted to Lord
Randolph's memory, "it was in reality a useful
denomination or resource for any one who found
himself with Radical opinions inside the Tory party^
and who did not wish to leave it." It may be too
severe to call it, with Lord Rosebery,c< an imposture,
an honest and unconscious imposture no doubt, but
none the less an imposture/* Yet we can recognise
Lord Randolph in his assertion that " there are and
always have been men who believe that so long as
they call themselves Tories, they may blamelessly and
harmlessly preach what doctrines they please/* That
was Lord Randolph Churchill's case. His busy mind
was far too active for the dreary negatives of which
contemporary Toryism was largely composed, just as
his eager temper was unsatisfied by its half-hearted
Opposition tactics. The latter drove him to the
irregular warfare of the Fourth Party in an endeavour
to galvanise Sir Stafford Northcote, while the former
inspired his effort to modernise Lord Salisbury by
inoculation with the elastic ideals of Tory Democracy.
Both contributions can easily be underrated. Yet in
assessing his political achievement it may be admitted
without injustice that Lord Randolph Churchill was
something more than a gadfly, but something less
than a Major Prophet*

As practical embarrassments in the insistent form of
Irish and Egyptian problems accumulated in the path
of Mr. Gladstone's Government, Tory hopes began
to rise and Lord Randolph's prospects rose with them.
His privateering exploits in the House of Commons
had earned him national celebrity, Caricaturists